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This peculiarity of British character and art has at times
led us to a misunderstanding of literary values. Human
emotion is only one of the ingredients of literature and not
its end. The clarity which characterises literature in the
Latin languages is rare in English. This has also influenced
our reaction to poeples other than the British. We seek
to judge the heartiness of Americans by British standards
of social propriety. We expect in French rationalism or
Chinese economy the emotional exuberance found in
English poetry.

The development of indigenous literatures began even
before the advent of the British, Bengalee poetry had
reached  considerable  maturity  under  the  Pathans and
the Mughals. The devotional poetry of Maharashtra is
of lasting  value  and interest, Kabir  and  his  followers
reached great heights in experience and expression. The
Ramayana of Tulsidas still remains a household book* What
the British did was to release new social forces and preci-
pitate a literature that is wider in range and novel in spirit.
The changes in the economic and social structure of
the country helped in this process. We have seen how
the old stratification was disturbed in Bengal* The expansion
of the middle class carried with it an expansion in leisure.
It also created both a demand and an opportunity for art.
The system of permanent land tenure brought into being a
middle  class  which   continually  grew. Economically  it
ruined  Bengal by discouraging initiative  and  diverting
capital from commerce and industry into land. Socially
it created a system of vested interests which blocked the
progress of the country as a whole* Politically it acted as a
buffer which stood between the impoverished people and
an exploiting imperialism. In the field of art alone did
it prove fruitful and creative. Bengal's expanded middle
classes threw up a series of literary me*   unequalled in
modern India and culminating in a world figure like Rabin-
dranath Tagore.